
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: European Settlement of North America 
 
Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level Team): Fifth Grade Team 
 
Level(s): Fifth Grade 

 
Time Span: 6-7 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Language                   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts                Mathematics            Science & Tech                 Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit: 
As Europeans continued to explore the new world they had 'discovered', many countries began 
settlements in this new land.  Disputes arose between various countries over claimed land and the 
boundaries of these lands.  Eventually, England, Spain, and France were the victors and these countries 
controlled the largest sections of the Americas.  France claimed parts of Canada and the land through the 
center of the United States, Spain claimed the western part of the United States, south through Mexico 
and most of South America, and England claimed parts of Canada and the eastern coast of North 
America, eventually establishing thirteen colonies in that region.  
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
C. Economics 
C.1. Economic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand personal 
economics and the basis of the economies of the community, Maine, the United States, and various 
regions of the world.  

b. Explain how entrepreneurs and other producers of goods and services help satisfy the wants and 
needs of consumers in a market economy, locally and nationally, by using natural, human, and capital 
resources.  

 
D. Geography  
D.1. Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand the 
geography of the community, Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world.  

c. Identify the Earth’s major geographic features such as continents, oceans, major mountains, and 
rivers using a variety of geographic tools.  

 
E. History  
E.1. Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns 
Students understand various major eras in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States.  

b. Identify various major historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, consequences, 
persons, and timeframes, in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States.  

E.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in History 
Students understand historical aspects of unity and diversity in the community, Maine, and the United 
States, including Maine Native American communities.  

a. Describe examples in the history of the United States of diverse and shared values and traditions.  
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Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Gain knowledge about United States geography 
Be able to identify the reasons for settlement in the colonies  
Understand the triangular-trade's effect on the economy of the colonies 
Be aware of the theme of movement as it relates to the colonies 
Appreciate how the daily lives of settlers changed after moving to the New World 
 
 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
Students will provide evidence of their understandings in the following ways: 

 construct a variety of maps locating settlements 
 identify reasons colonies were established 
 describe the triangular-trade 
 examine and document the differences and similarities among the colonies 
 use a variety of tools to compare changes in colonial daily life  
 Comparing Colonies End-of-Unit Assessment 

 
Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 
Map construction skills’ 
A new world was 'discovered' by the Europeans 
Extracting relevant information from resources 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Overarching Enduring Understandings: 
1.  History is a story of continuity and change. 
2.  With change, comes conflict and growth.  
3.  To ensure success, change must be embraced. 
 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
Overarching Enduring Questions:  
1.  Why does conflict cause change? 
2.  Why does change cause conflict? 
 
Unit Specific Enduring Questions: 
1.  What effects did the "global economy" have on the colonists? 
 
 
Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
Students will participate in a variety of the following learning experiences: 

 reading various materials and gathering data about the colonies (C1, D1, E1, E2) 
 summarizing information through construction of the comprehensive Colonial Book (4-5 weeks) 

(C1, D1, E1, E2) 
 playing interactive games on web sites 

   (http://www.jamestown2007.org/kids-jamestown-adventure.cfm) 
 various videos (check library video list) 

 
 

How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
Various informational/interactive web sites 
Portaportal.com: guest names  

 jameymar 
 dthorne 

 
 
 

http://www.jamestown2007.org/kids-jamestown-adventure.cfm
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Instructional Resources: 
Our Country and/or The United States, Volume II text 
Hands-On History Colonial America (Scholastic) 
Library books on each colony 
JamestownJourney.org 
 
 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation of student achievement. 
 

Comparing Colonies 
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